IMPERIALISM OF INDIA


Old Imperialism: ________________________
New Imperialism: _______________________ 
· British East India Company - ____________________________________________
- _______________________________________________

- _______________________________________________

- _______________________________________________

- _______________________________________________
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India = Jewel of the Crown

Impacts of Imperialism in India
Positive: 

· ____________________________________

· ____________________________________

· ____________________________________

· ____________________________________

· ____________________________________

· ____________________________________

· ____________________________________

Negative:

· ____________________________________

· ____________________________________

· ____________________________________

· ____________________________________

EFFECTS OF IMPERIALISM ON INDIA: TWO VIEWS


The two readings that follow are both taken from high school textbooks, one British and one Indian.  Both attempt to interpret the period of British imperialism in India.

TEXT BOOK "A"

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Ì

         Great Britain completely dominated the Indian  peninsula.  The British remained the masters until 1947.   British rule changed India in many ways.  One of the most  important results of the British rule was the unification of India.  From the start this was the primary British aim.  This unification was achieved in several ways.   


GOVERNMENT - First the British established a government that ruled all of India.  This replaced the collection of  562 semi-independent princely states.  Previous to British  rule to travel from Bombay to Delhi, a distance of 845 miles, the traveller would have to cross 36 borders.


THE RESTORATION OF ORDER - Another way the British created Indian unity was by restoring internal order.  In  the 1700's, the Mogul rulers of India were in their        twilight years.  India was experiencing a period of  anarchy.  Robbers roamed the countryside looting and killing.  It was unsafe to travel.  The British restored order, first by martial law enforced by the army and then  through the creation of a police force.                    


ONE LAW FOR ALL - A third unifying action was the  establishment of what is called the rule of law, which means that the British enforced a single law for all  Indians.  Thus Moslem and Hindu, Untouchable and Brahmin,  rich and poor, all were subject to the same laws.  At first the British tried to end the worst examples of barbarism  and injustice such as suttee (the ritual suicide of an Indian widow) and the allowing re-mairrage of Indian widows. They also tried to abolish brutal punishments, such as  cutting off the hand of a thief.  In 1859, the British  simply decided to abolish all Indian law and establish a  single set of laws that applied equally to all.


COMMUNICATION - The British also unified India by  solving the problem of transportation.  India has only  three rivers that can be used for navigation.   Consequently, travel and trade throughout India were near  impossible.  The British met this problem by (1)building a network of roads (2) constructing an extensive canal  system and (3) building railroads.                        


LANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATION - Finally, the English  language and an English educational system (for both men  and women) contributed to the unification of India.  English was established as the official language of the country.  English education became the badge of an educated man.  Just as the English language is a unifying force for Great Britain it became a unifying force for India.     

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Text Book B

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


 The people of India gradually became aware that the development of India was not possible unless the British  rule was ended.  This realization united the people of  India into a nation

            Several factors helped in the growth of national unity:  1)The exploitation of India by British mercantilist rules  worsened the condition of the already poor masses.  There  was a series of famines, which took the toll of millions of human lives.  The British government used the resources of India to pursue its own aims.  2)The Indians who produced hand made goods were not happy  with the imported goods from Great Britain.  For example, the imported British textiles ruined the Indian textile  industry.                                                 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS BASED ON THE TEXTBOOK READINGS
1) Which of the selections do you think is from an English text book?  Why do you believe this?

2) Which of the selections do you think is from an Indian text book?  Why do you believe this?

3) What do both text books agree was a major impact of British imperialism in India?

4) What does text book "A" say caused this impact (the impact you named in #3)? (give several specific examples)

5) What does text book "B" say caused this impact (the impact you named in #3)?  (give several specific examples)

6) What conclusion can you draw about text books from these two text book passages?

7) Which text book do you think was being more accurate? Explain why you believe that.
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1.What continent is the man standing on?________________________________________ 

2. Who does this man represent? ______________________________________________

3. What does this cartoon say about the ambitions of this man? 

___________________________________________________________________________

4. What do you think was the cartoonists’ purpose of attaching strings from the man’s hands to Africa?

________________________________________________________________________________
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