


• DURING WWII THE US AND THE SOVIET UNION HAD JOINED

FORCES AGAINST THE GERMANS BUT AFTER THE WAR, THEIR

COMPETING POLITICAL PHILOSOPHIES WOULD LEAD TO NEARLY A

HALF-CENTURY OF CONFLICT CALLED THE COLD WAR. 



COLD WAR
• A COLD WAR OR COLD WARFARE IS A STATE OF CONFLICT BETWEEN NATIONS

THAT DOES NOT INVOLVE DIRECT MILITARY ACTION BUT IS PURSUED PRIMARILY

THROUGH ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL ACTIONS, PROPAGANDA, ACTS OF

ESPIONAGE OR PROXY WARS WAGED BY SURROGATES.

• THE TERM COLD WAR WAS USED TO EXPLAIN THE TENSIONS THAT DEVELOPED

BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND THE SOVIET UNION AFTER WWII.

• IT DESCRIBES THE ATTEMPTS OF THE SOVIET UNION TO EXPAND ITS INFLUENCE INTO

WESTERN EUROPE, AND THE CONTAINMENT POLICY OF THE US TO PREVENT THE

SPREAD OF SOVIET INFLUENCE WESTWARD.

• VIDEO

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HpYCplyBknI


REMEMBER…
• AT THE YALTA CONFERENCE THE ALLIES DECIDED HOW

THEY WERE GOING TO SPLIT UP THE AXIS TERRITORIES. 

• AT THIS CONFERENCE STALIN “PROMISED” HE WOULD

ALLOW FREE ELECTIONS IN THE COUNTRIES THAT HE WAS

GOING TO BE ACQUIRING. AND FOLLOW A POLICY

SIMILAR TO GREAT BRITAIN, US AND FRANCE IN THE

SOVIET OCCUPIED PARTS OF GERMANY. 

• IN JUNE OF 1945, THE UNITED STATES AND THE SOVIET

UNION TEMPORARILY SET ASIDE THEIR DIFFERENCES AND

JOINED 48 OTHER COUNTRIES TO FORM THE UNITED

NATIONS.

• THIS WAS AN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION THAT WAS

INTENDED TO PROTECT IT’S MEMBERS AGAINST AGGRESSION. 





SOVIETS BUILD A BUFFER
• A MAJOR GOAL OF THE SOVIET UNION WAS TO

SHIELD ITSELF FROM ANOTHER INVASION FROM THE

WEST. BECAUSE IT LACKED NATURAL BORDERS, 
RUSSIA FELL VICTIM TO EACH OF ITS NEIGHBORS IN

TURN. 

• STALIN REGARDED ALL THE COUNTRIES ACQUIRED

ALONG IT’S WESTERN BORDER AS A NECESSARY

BUFFER. HE IGNORED THE YALTA AGREEMENT AND

INSTALLED OR SECURED COMMUNIST GOVERNMENTS

IN ALBANIA, BULGARIA, HUNGARY, 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA, ROMANIA, POLAND AND

YUGOSLAVIA. 

• WHEN TRUMAN PRESSES STALIN, AT THE POTSDAM

CONFERENCE, TO ALLOW FREE ELECTIONS IN THESE

COUNTRIES, HE REFUSES AND CLAIMS “COMMUNISM

AND CAPITALISM CAN NOT EXIST IN THE SAME

WORLD”…



• A SATELLITE COUNTRY- A COUNTRY THAT

IS FORMALLY INDEPENDENT BUT UNDER

HEAVY POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC

INFLUENCE BY ANOTHER COUNTRY.



• EUROPE NOW LAY DIVIDED BETWEEN EAST AND WEST. 

GERMANY HAD BEEN SPLIT INTO TWO SECTIONS. THE

SOVIETS CONTROLLED THE EASTERN PART, INCLUDING

HALF OF THE CAPITAL, BERLIN. UNDER A COMMUNIST

GOVERNMENT, EAST GERMANY WAS NAMED THE

GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC. THE WESTERN ZONES

BECAME THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY IN 1949.

• “FROM STETTIN IN THE BALTIC TO TRIESTE IN THE

ADRIATIC, AN IRON CURTAIN HAS DESCENDED ACROSS

THE CONTINENT. BEHIND THAT LINE LIE ALL THE CAPITALS

OF THE ANCIENT STATES OF CENTRAL AND EASTERN

EUROPE. . . . ALL THESE FAMOUS CITIES AND THE

POPULATIONS AROUND THEM LIE IN THE SOVIET SPHERE

AND ALL ARE SUBJECT IN ONE FORM OR ANOTHER, NOT

ONLY TO SOVIET INFLUENCE BUT TO A VERY HIGH AND

INCREASING MEASURE OF CONTROL FROM MOSCOW.”

-WINSTON CHURCHILL MARCH 5, 1946



• US- SOVIET RELATIONS CONTINUED TO WORSEN IN 1946 AND 47

• PRESIDENT TRUMAN ADOPTED A FOREIGN POLICY CALLED CONTAINMENT

• IT WAS A POLICY DIRECTED AT BLOCKING SOVIET INFLUENCE AND STOPPING THE

EXPANSION OF COMMUNISM.

• THESE POLICIES INCLUDED FORMING ALLIANCES AND HELPING WEAK COUNTRIES

RESIST SOVIET ADVANCES. THIS POLICY WAS A RESPONSE TO A SERIES OF MOVES

BY THE SOVIET UNION TO ENLARGE COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN EASTERN EUROPE, 
CHINA, KOREA AND VIETNAM.



• MARCH 12, 1947

• GREECE AND TURKEY WERE IN DANGER OF

FALLING TO COMMUNIST REVOLUTIONARIES

• TRUMAN DOCTRINE-THIS DOCTRINE

PROPOSED SUPPORT FOR COUNTRIES THAT

REJECTED COMMUNISM. 

• TRUMAN REQUESTED $400 MILLION FROM

CONGRESS IN AID TO BOTH COUNTRIES. 



• THE MARSHALL PLAN- CREATED BY GEORGE MARSHALL, THE US WOULD OFFER AID AND SUPPLIES TO ANY

EUROPEAN COUNTRY EFFECTED BY THE WAR. 

• STALIN SAW THE MARSHALL PLAN AS AN ATTEMPT TO SURROUND THE SOVIET UNION WITH HOSTILE

NEIGHBORS. HE ARGUED THAT HE NEEDED “FRIENDLY” NEIGHBORS SURROUNDING HIM TO BUFFER FROM

ANOTHER GERMAN ATTACK.

• COMECON- SOVIET RESPONSE TO MARSHALL PLAN, COUNCIL FOR MUTUAL ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE.
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VIDEO

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dz3Te9XpP20
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DR. SEUSS GOES POLITICAL

• BUTTER BATTLE VIDEO

•

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_MNNl-oOI7I

