THE CAUSES OF WORLD WAR I


On June 28, 1914, Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to the throne of Austria-Hungary Empire was assassinated by a Serbian nationalist named Gavrilo Princip. World War I erupted from this quarrel.  However, the real causes of World War I were much deeper and had been building up slowly for at least fifty years.  This assassination simply caused the whole tense European situation to boil over and erupt into war.


Historians have since classified the various situations that led to World War I into four categories.  These categories are 

militarism (building up the military, an arms race), 

alliances (frienships which were usually kept secret),

imperialism ( fueled competition in the desire to gain the raw materials and markets ),
            nationalism (pride and loyalty in your nation, people, etc..)

Following are some of the situations which led to war.  Read each situation and write a short summary of it. Then decide if the situation is an example of nationalism, imperialism , militarism ,  or secret alliances . (If more than one seems to apply choose the one that you believe is best.)  

1. During its unification process Germany defeated France in a brief war.  Germany humiliated France by occupying Paris and by using the Palace of Versailles as the location of the crowning of the new German king, Kaiser Wilhelm.  Worst of all, Germany took a piece of land from France called Alsace-Loraine.  France desperately wanted to get the land back and to get revenge for the humiliation.

           Summary of situation  _______________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________


which category _____________________________________________________

2. Italy became a nation in 1870 when most of the Italian people were united under one central government in Rome.  However, some Italian people lived in the areas of Trente and Trieste which were still under the control of Austria-Hungary.  Italy wanted all Italian people to be part of the nation of Italy.

           Summary of situation  _______________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________


which category ____________________________________________________
3. Serbia had gained independence from the Ottoman Empire during the 1800's.  Serbia was a nation comprised of an ethnic group known as the Slavic people.  However, there were more Slavic people in the area next door known as Bosnia.  Bosnia was under control of the Austria-Hungarian Empire.  Serbia wanted Bosnia to be joined to the (Slavic)Serbian nation.

           Summary of situation  _______________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________


which category _____________________________________________________

4. The ethnic group known as the Slavs reside primarily in the Balkan peninsula.  Russia wanted all these Slavic people to be independent from Austria.  Russia planned on being a kind of "big brother" to these people.  (They were mainly interested in this because it would give them some access to warm water sea ports on the Mediterranean Sea.) 

           Summary of situation  _______________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________


which category _____________________________________________________
5. Although Russia was backing Serbia, they were afraid to challenge Austria alone. So Russia made a pact with France.  If there was a war, they would fight together.

           Summary of situation  _______________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________


which category _____________________________________________________
6. As a new nation, Germany wanted to avoid being pushed around by the older nations of Europe like France and Britain.  So, Germany decided to build the largest army in Europe using their newly developed factories.

           Summary of situation  _______________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________


which category _____________________________________________________

7. As Germany industrialized they built up their navy in order to get raw materials from around the world.  Being the traditional naval power Great Britain refused to let Germany catch up with their navy.  Using their factories Britain attempted to maintain a navy that was twice as large as their nearest competitor.

           Summary of situation  _______________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________


which category _____________________________________________________

8. Both France and Russia saw Germany building a big army and both decided to do the same.  France, particularly, as the main power on the continent decided that they must maintain an army at least as big as any potential competitor.

          Summary of situation  _______________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________


which category _____________________________________________________

9. Germany had a late start in getting colonies for raw materials because it united into a nation so late.  So it had to grab the "leftover" colonies.  When Germany tried to take Morocco in North Africa, France forced its way in instead.

            Summary of situation  _______________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________


which category _____________________________________________________
10. Great Britain had more colonies than any other nation and bragged that the "sun never sets on the British Empire."  When Germany industrialized they vowed they would have "their day in the sun."


Summary of situation  _______________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________


which category _____________________________________________________

11. When Britain tried to prevent the Germans from getting raw materials from colonies,  Germany retaliated by setting up a colony in East Africa so that Britain could not build a railroad from northern to southern Africa.


Summary of situation  _______________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________


which category _____________________________________________________

12. Austria-Hungary was nervous about Russia's efforts to increase their influence with the Slavic people in the Balkans.  However, Austria was afraid to face Russia alone so they signed a deal with Germany to get German support in any conflict.


Summary of situation  _______________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________


which category _____________________________________________________

13. Britain, who is growing increasingly suspicious of Germany, joins the agreement between Russia and France.  This creates the Triple Entente.


Summary of situation  _______________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________


which category _____________________________________________________

 14. Italy, who has many of the same interests as Germany, joins the agreement between Austria and Germany. This forms the Triple Alliance.


Summary of situation  _______________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________


which category _____________________________________________________



An American diplomat visiting Europe was quoted as saying, "The situation is extraordinary.  It is militarism run stark mad.  All that is needed is a small spark to set the whole thing off."  Shortly after, the previously mentioned assassination of Franz Ferdinand occurred.  This assassination sparked World War I.
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